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ſcorn are called Quakers; and how we are 
clear (it we have juſtice) from the penalties of 
the late Act made againſt Sedjrious Meetings, 
and Conventicles, as expreſt in the Preamble 
and Reaſon of the fatd AQ, &c, 


m_—_ He firſt and great Reaſon, apon which the late A& 
.. againſt Conventicles ſeemes to be grounded, and the 
. 'things puniſhable by the ſeverity of it,” are, ©* The 
£ Rn Praiſes of ſeditious Searies, and other 
* diſloyal Perſons, who under pretence of tender Con- 
&< ſciences,. have, or may at their Mectingy, contrive InſurreRi- 
ce ons, &c: | p37 i TY | þ . " 
And to this we ſay, (who are diſtinguiſhed from other men by 
the name of Laakers) rhat our Meetings have never been ſeditt- 
ous, nor our Pradtiſes therein dangerous ; for all fach Perſons, 
Practſes, and Meetings by us are utterly denied, even them who 
make-z profeſſion: of [Religion, and! God's Worſhip, a Cloak 
toplox.and eontriveunder, (and indeed if ſuch” Meetings were 
known to be held in Zagland there were great cauſe to make a 
ſevere AR againſt them) but from Plotting and Contriving the 
breach of the peace and publique ſafety of the 'Kingdom and 
Government;. under. which we live, the God of Heaven and 
Earth knows, that both in our Meetings, andevery other Pra- 
Riſe, we are altogether clear and innocent ; therefore whoſo- 


. ever perſecutes us for our Meetings and religious Duties' (that 


we are bound in Conſcience-to perform ro Almighty God) 
when as yet to him or them it cannor be made appear, by words, 
actions, or other demon{trative-ſignes, that ooh "Religion 
is pretended; yet the :contrary is -intended ,” dorh us abſo- 
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tute wrong, for which he and they muſt give account in the 
Day of God's rightful Judgments ; for the pure Law of God, 
and the juſt Laws of men. condemn no man farther then 
they hear him, and: knows what he doth to be abſolutly 
evil. 

Therefore.if we meet:together to worfhip the Lord ,and to give 
thanks to Almighty God for bis Benefits 'and Mercies we have 
already received,& do daily receive,we are not herein puniſhable 
by thelate AR of the King and Parliament of Zzg/and, which 
appears not 2t all co.intend the prohibition of theſe things, where 
they are done in true lincerity of heart unto the Lord,as holy & 
religious Practifes, that pertain to his Worſhip in Spirit and 
Truth, and relate to mens .peace of Conftience in this preſent 
time,and to their eternal eſtate and condition of Happineſs with 

iy and his Son Chriſt Jeſus in the World to: come, wh . 
ies we can by no.meang omit, or leave; undone, without ſkn- 
gx of, the everlaſting-ruin and deſtruRtion'ef our Souls , Min 

e'praRiſe of thieſe things we ſhould not own and confeſs our 
Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus before'men, for fear of Perſe- 
cution, -how. juſtly might he deny vs before his Father, "which 
is in Heaven ? then what would it profit us, if we ſhould both 
be freed frem having our Goods ſpoyled, our Perſons," as the 
Ground and Street, trampled over by the worſt of men, and 
Niould gain the fading pleaſures of the World, and in theend 
lofe our ſouls, and be Caſt-awayes. «©; on 
' The ſecond. Reaſon of the. late AR, and the chings puniſh- 
able'by * 34 are. ,, ©* Conventicles,, -under. colour ot pre- 
*rehce 9 -any .Exerciſe of. Religion, in other manner then 
« IccorUng to the Liturgy and Practiſe of the Church 'of 
of England, &C.. 1. . | ng 
< In anſwer "> this, we ſay on this wiſe, If; the Church of - Eg- 
lad praQtife according to,uts Liturgy ; then will nor the Mem- 
bets thereof perſecute us, or our Meetings by this new Law ; be- 
cauſe, not only the .manner; of our Meetings, bur whar 'is 
practiſed by us [at them, is allowed by the Liturgy, a5 may fol- 


Ty appear. F ws  TORAE? 7 | | 
-*Firſt;concerning the manner iof our meetings, We meet on 
'theſame manner now, as our-Loxd-and Savigur-Chriſt Jeſus, 
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(5) 
ebe great Founder of f Ele ; and his Diſciples, the 
firſt Chriitians mer together inthe primitive times, in that ir is, 
and hath been our conitant priactife ever lince'the Lord sither- 
ed' us our! of (the: broad-way? of deſtruction, into/ the ae Ag 
Life, to worſhip him.jn Spicir and' Truth. 
\\ As to:the mainer. of 'our: —_ ; We have ſometinies met 
updn Mountains, and ſometimes by eSea lide, and-other times 
by the Rivers lide, and often in ph Loma houſes, in which manner 
it.appears fully by the-Scriprures, which che Liturg -direRs us 
ro,that our Lord Chriſtjahd the Apoſtles with the firlt Chriſtian 
Belbevers met rogether ;36you- may read inthe Goſpel appointed 
in theLicurgy,: to be read upon At Saint-day\, St Aarth. 5. 1. 
foeſm ſecing the Mulrirude wont np imoa Mountain, and when he was 
ſer, has Diſciples cane «6b him, "hes tae hr them ſmbg, \Beſſen 
{not 9, JTCEL 

pn rms op apatt of- chirdoroinied \jr-rhe LimetFed 

be read-0n Aſcention day; Verſ.13: And when they were tome in, 


{a #n apper Reon, where abody both Penne Ang James, 


ens Vert; T44.0'5\ Thefe all courinked whboge kewl in! Payer 
wad Smpplications,, with thewenrs,\ wid. Mary rhe:ddother of Paſwe, 
aa Brethren : And in theſe" dayes Peter” ſtood npin\ rhe mid oY 
Diſciples, and ſaid," (the number of | the \names together were 
ed and twenty) Aden and Brethren, This ri cos pt need 
nh fulfilled, &c. Linches un ” - os 
Epiſtle appointed inthe Laty to:be-reaUs upon” Whit - 
ſnuday, "Aits 2.2, And ſuddenly cu, tobe red-wyon 4a 
of frye mh myghty Winde, and oye” ou Heoſanevve They were'fit- 


——_ the Goipel appointed i in "be Linureycs, to: beread?the fe: 
cond Sunday ater .Z aſter; 2302? — being 
the firſt day of the week, ary ae 697 Ares _—_— 
ples were 4 ated for Py ear of the uo came eſs and fonts the 
-yrdft, and ſaid, Peace be wnto you, &c 
; Its ma Sacred Scripture, Thhar one f ils wonthof rw probree 


 Witneſſes,avery irvdh ſhalt by ;*hereforehavewe:brou 


theſe Teltamonies outiof the: Liturgy: of the Chuteh of Engl. 


grove that the manner of our Meetings: are; fot rms. my ive 


accor- 


1 


' (206) 
Arcord gray 2d approved of: by tH© Scriptarevrmhentioned in 
the Liturgy ; for the Example'-ot which, we have the Son of 
 thejgyetiiving (God, and his: Apoſtles, the firſt that 'ever' bore 
192,84jne:'of, Gbrifizfiny/ypon) the»Ebrahy! as/ may be/ further 

proved by thoſe holy SeriyTures toHlowing.:: : | * TT Ta 
Matihr. 13.! The ſapw/day feſms- tentiont of then Henſe, und ſac by 
the Sea-fide,',and 4 great "Mnltitzde mere getbered together nxt: him, 
[0 that he went into a Ship,  and-{at, and the \ whole, Adultitude! ftoad on 
the (Shore, 14%4;he [ptke many;thingounte thewiv Parables, and ſaid-- 
az yqu/may rea@mbteatiargeantbeſihaprep. 2, 
And Acts 16.) 3.'; Audannbe Sabbath any winwent out of the City, 
by 4 River fidg, where. firayer was wort —_— ; and we [at dowy, 
and {pakg. to the women mbich reſorted thither,&c,-at which Sermon 
Of Paw byabeRiyenide, God.opencd the beart. of | Lydia... . 
And A: 20.7, 8, Upon the Firſt day of tha meek; when phe. Di- 
{6iples mere goment rotpobreak.: Breatz Pay lr preached thithem, 
ready. todepart ov the Marrow: and continued, bu Speech until mid- 
vight j and. there! were many lights in the upper Chamber, where they 
were gathered together, | | , 
+;AAd aiGe2k 330; 32. iafadPaul-avalt two wheleiryears ibis own 
hirek Klon(s,, hd tecerued all:that:came.in wan him, yedlayiig te 
* Kingdom' ef God, and teaching thoſe P25 that Concerns uv. Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt: with all confidence, \ 10 man forvidding him ; yet is..not this 
manner ef;his-preaching:and.teaching 1n a private. Houle dif- 
allowed by the Liturgy. JS QIUAA #44) V2 
--  Theneforelſecing/io1s thus; :1t' is: good for tall ro be! mary bow 
theyſmear or judge;. that our Meetings ate ſedirious: Conven- 
ticles,--and themanner and:form in+ which -we: meet diſallowed 
by the Licurgy ; for larger Examples we have for our Practiſes 
inthe Scriptures! repeated im rhe Liturgy,” thet-they have. for 
theirs, .who.haveimady+a great profeſtion 6f ithe: Licurgy rand 
now perfecatesthe-Practifers of thoſe Scriptures ſpoken of in 
Thridly. For our Aſſembling of our ſelves together to wait 
ppon'the \Lord:in this "Counſel; .for rhe help :0f cbis _ to 
reach® and/inftructois: 20 worthipping* and giving»tbanks unto 
him, che Almighty Gold ;- which: dannopberexlyoand accepta- 
bly done; bur in Spiritand in Truth, . whict: is:in no :wife/con- 
| | trary 
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contrary ,' but according to the holy Scriptures mentioned 
in the Liturgy, neither doth the Liturgy bind to any partt- 
cular place or time in the performance of theſe Chriſtian duties, 
where it inſtructs the Prieſt to ſay, It i very meet, right, and 
our bounden duty, that we ſhould at all times, and in all places give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty Everlaſting God, 
&c. therefore every underſtanding Chriſtian muſt needs ſee 
how this approves of the times and places in which the Saints of 
old worſhipped, and gave thanks unto the true and living God, 
who met together to perform theſe duties in their Age and Ge- 
neration, as we do 1n ours, ſomtimes upon Mountains, and 
other times by the Sea and River (ides, and often in private 
houſes, as we do now, and is it not ſtrange you ſhould now 
perſecute us for prati ing that which you your ſelves profeſs : 
Therefore can no man judge us in the,manner of our Meetings, 
and about the performance of our heavenly Services therin ar. % 
out refleting upon our Saviour Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, (whoſe 
bleſſed Example we follow)and contradiQing the Liturgy of the 
Church of England alſo, in doing to us ants Bina 

in theſe things asthey would not be done by Fes 4 4 "ab 
themſelves, in indeavouring to affli& us 72** 7446” 7 Of- 
for doing thoſe things which the Liturgy JIE s 
doth not only approve, but ſaith, + « owr bownden duty, at all 
times, and in all places, to give thanks unto God ,, yet ought we moſt 
chiefly ſo to do when weaſſemble and meet together. 
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